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A new label emerges
T

HE University of
Newcastle’s Wollotuka
Institute helps to
launch a new education
record label –
Baraya Records.
Baraya Records is a
new-breed record label
supporting emerging
Australian artists to fast
track their careers in the
music industry.
A joint initiative of the
University of Newcastle’s
Wollotuka Institute and
School of Creative
Industries, the label is
creating a new pipeline of
aspiring musicians through
education, real-world music
industry exposure,
and mentorship.
Baraya means ‘sing’ in
the Gathang language of
the Worimi people, and a
deep respect for Indigenous
place and culture forms the
core of the label’s
philosophy.
Wollotuka Institute
director Leah Armstrong
said the label celebrates a
vibrant and diverse range of
artists and helps bring their
music to the world.
“Through a foundation of
respect for Indigenous

The Voice of Indigenous Australia

knowledges, traditions and
contemporary cultural
practices, we hope to bring
together all Australians to
share our pride in the
unique cultures of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people,” Mrs
Armstrong said.
“Wollotuka is excited for

the opportunities this
innovative label is creating
– a culturally inclusive,
positive and empowering
learning experience for all
emerging artists.”
Baraya Records’ first
solo artist is current
Bachelor of Music student
David Leha, from the

Kamilaroi nation of Australia
and the South Pacific nation
of Tonga. Mr Leha worked
with Triple J host, producer,
songwriter, vocalist and DJ,
KLP to help produce his first
track Louder Than Words.
This connection to
industry is key. The label is
focused on bringing

together a robust network of
industry experts to nurture,
support and mentor
emerging artists, and teach
them essential skills
required in the areas of
songwriting, recording,
performance, industry
engagement, promotion
and more.

The University of
Newcastle’s Head of School
of Creative Industries
Professor Paul Egglestone
said the label is a launch
pad for emerging artists
seeking the security of a
commercial record label
deal, or a flourishing
career as an independent
musical artist.
“This initiative is
changing not only the face
of music education, but the
broader music industry here
in Australia and beyond,”
Prof Egglestone said.
Above all, Baraya
Records is committed to
creating a culturally
inclusive, positive and
empowering learning
experience for all
emerging artists.
The label is set to
uncover more exciting new
music through different
genres, sounds and
perspectives.
To learn more about
Baraya record label visit
www.baraya.soci.org.au.
If you are interested in
studying at the University of
Newcastle’s Bachelor of
Music degree visit
newcastle.edu.au/study
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