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Huge family at Tranby
T

HOUSANDS of students
have become part of the
Tranby family. For almost 60
years Sydney-based Tranby
National Adult Indigenous
Education and Training has been
at the heart of Aboriginal
community in Australia.
People like Les Atkinson have
taken advantage of the
opportunity to learn and grow
at Tranby. Mr Atkinson, a
Ngunnawal/Guringia man raised
in Redfern and La Perouse, is
known across many communities,
including the Hunter Valley where
he now lives and works.
He left home at 15 and had a
swag of different jobs until, 20
years later, he found himself a
single dad to two young
daughters.
Mr Atkinson realised that if he
wanted to be a role model to his
kids, he needed to get an
education.
“I started out getting a
Certificate II in Community
Service and Job Networking, then
got a Certificate III in Sports
Training and later a Certificate IV
in Alcohol and Other Drugs, as
well as an attainment in Dual
Diagnosis (Mental Health and
Comorbidity),” he said.
This educational pathway
opened a world of new choices for
Mr Atkinson and his family. He
joined NSW Health Services as a

Pictured at left, the Tranby National Adult Indigenous Education and Training graduating class of the CHC42115 Certificate IV in
Community Development course and, at right, Les Atkinson on graduation day with Tranby lecturer Dion Barnett and student
engagement coordinator Dr Sonya Pearce. Picture: Sam Martin
mature-age trainee and now
works as an Aboriginal health
worker at the Newcastle
Community Health Centre in
Awabakal Country, supporting
vulnerable people and those in
need on a daily basis.
Mr Atkinson says doing little
things can all add up to make a
difference to the lives of Aboriginal
colleagues, patients and
community members. Giving back
to his community makes him
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proud of the effort he’s put in to
gaining a quality education.
But his learning journey hasn’t
stopped there. Mr Atkinson has
just completed a Certificate IV in
Community Development at
Tranby and, through this program,
represented the college as an
ambassador in Bali, doing some
work in Ubud’s Sjarkie Sarris
special needs school in April.
“The Tranby environment is a
great place for learning,” he says.

“My new skillset can be applied
for the benefits of my NSW Health
clients as well as community.
Knowing how to research and
access resources means I can
speak up more confidently on
inequalities that affect our mob.
“I draw on what I learned at
Tranby to help clients better
themselves, avoid drugs and
alcohol and improve their own
health outcomes.”
Mr Atkinson also applies his

learnings to his other passion –
community footy.
“I now have additional tools to
help to advocate for community
and clients in the rugby league
and union arenas,” he says.
“I’m better equipped to help
with decision making, budgeting
and funding applications, and I’m
more confident in my
communications.”
More details on Tranby courses
at www.tranby.edu.au
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