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K--Track puts Ab
K
boriginal
i i l students
d
on the road to success
Aboriginal students are now travelling on
the road to academic success, thanks to the
award-winning K-Track bridging program at
Murdoch University.
The 14-week course equips students with
key skills to gain an alternative pathway into a
broad range of undergraduate degrees and is
available for study on campus or online.
Despite failing year 10, Jenna Woods gained
a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Community
Development and Political Science, and
is now completing a Research Masters
Degree, thanks to the educational and
social support she received from staff and
other students at the Kulbardi Centre.
She plans to pursue a PhD and make a
significant contribution to Aboriginal-led
research in areas broader than health.
While a body of evidence-based research
about Aboriginal communities is available,
Jenna says it is often generated by nonAboriginal researchers who don’t have the
depth of understanding that Aboriginal
academics can contribute.

“I want to bring the voice of Aboriginal
experience from the community level into
the academic space and provide evidencebased research that will produce
positive change.”
“I originally thought that I could set
myself and my son up with a Law Degree
or something like that. However, I soon
realised that, even if our household was well
off, my son will still grow up in the same
extended family and community, so he
will still experience those collective social
issues. I want to support positive growth
in my community so that we all move
forwards together. I believe this is how
I can give my son the best future.”
“It’s very hard to argue for policy or funding
changes these days without evidence and
that’s what motivates me.”
Kulbardi Centre manager Braden Hill said
K-Track had helped launch many students
on the path to success.

“We believe that education iss freedom.
It means you have choices an
nd can make
the decisions that you want, rather than
what others expect of you,” he
h said.
“What Jenna and others have done is set up
a culture in their families so the
h expectation
is that university is the best option for
Aboriginal people.”
Jenna said her success was alll down to
K-Track which taught her the basics — such
as how to write — and helped
d build her selfesteem and confidence, provided
v
the social
support she needed to keep coming
c
back
each week and introduced he
er to a wide
network of people who have inspired and
mentored her along the way.
K-Track recently won the presstigious 2017
Vice Chancellor’s Award for Programs and
has been nominated for the Australian
Awards for University Teac
e hing
g.
K--Track runs twice yearly at
a Murdoch
University. To find out how you can
apply to get started in Sem
mester 1
2018, visit murdoch.edu.au/Kulbardi
or call (08) 9360 2128.

Murdoch offers a range of unique courses including Veterinary Science,
Community Development, Forensic Biology & Toxicology, Marine Science
and many more. For more information visit murdoch.edu.au
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