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tourism industries. 
After graduating, Beka progressed to the Deadly
Start Cadetship program which allows her to work
with Cairns, Hinterland Health Services whilst
studying her degree in Nursing at James Cook
university in Cairns.
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WAAPA at ECU continues to 
open doors for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
performers through its 
nationally recognised 

10908NAT Certificate IV in 
Aboriginal Performance. 

Delivered at ECU City in Yagan Square, 
the one‑year, full‑time program builds 
confidence, cultural grounding and 
professional skills for roles in theatre, film 
and television. With no ATAR required, the 
course offers intensive, hands‑on training in 
acting and improvisation, dance and stage 
movement, voice and singing, script 
analysis and audition technique. 
Workshops feed into rehearsals, and 
rehearsals feed into performance, placing 
storytelling and lived experience at the 
heart of learning. 

The strength of the course is reflected in 

its alumni, many of whom are shaping 
Australia’s creative industries. One recent 
success is Lila McGuire, a proud Whadjuk 
and Ballardong Noongar woman and 
WAAPA graduate, who stars as Evonne 
Goolagong Cawley in the ABC mini‑series 
Goolagong. Her journey from training at 
WAAPA to leading a major national 
production highlights the power of culturally 
grounded performance training. 

Other notable alumni include Mark 
Coles Smith, Shari Sebbens, Meyne 
Wyatt and Megan Wilding, all continuing 
to build strong careers across stage and 
screen. 

For young people looking to step into 
the arts, the Certificate IV in Aboriginal 
Performance offers a culturally safe, 
skills‑based pathway grounded in 
community, creativity and 
self‑determination.
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WAAPA delivers 
strong pathways


