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It’s never too late to study

It is never too late to learn or to
try something new.
That is the message Keith
Brandy is keen to convey, as he
celebrates his graduation from the
University of Wollongong with his
first, but hopefully not last, degree.
All while in his 60s.
Keith, who has graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
Indigenous studies and history,
returned to study five years ago,
decades after completing his
Higher School Certificate at TAFE.
It was something Keith, a proud
Wiradjuri man, had always wanted
to do, but as he built a life in
Canberra, had a family, and worked
across public service in a range of
roles, there was never a right time.
“I moved to Wollongong for
personal reasons and when things
didn’t work out, I decided to stay
on,” said Keith. “I reached a point
where I had an opportunity to do
something different.
Keith was not necessarily
looking for a career change.
He didn’t want to become an
“engineer or an accountant”, but
instead wanted to gain a
foundational understanding of the
arts and explore his two favourite
subjects, Indigenous studies and
history.
“I wanted a good, all-round
base,” he says. “I found the degree
really interesting and I loved the
learning side of it.
“But going into a classroom
when I’d just turned 60, and it was
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full of young, savvy kids, that was
pretty daunting. I thought the only
way I can compete is to read, read,
read. So, I did.
“The more I learnt, the more
confident I felt in engaging in
conversation with the other
students.”
Keith grew up in Condobolin, in

the Central West of New South
Wales. Keith’s father was not
around and his mother passed
away when he was aged seven.
“My grandmother raised myself
and my three siblings on her aged
pension.
“She supported us on three
pounds a week, which is the
equivalent today of about $14 a
fortnight. The conditions were not
conducive to me learning in high
school,” Keith said.
“Life was tough, but we had lots
of love to get us through.
“She was an exceptional
woman, my grandmother.
“There were many times when
she scraped together enough
money for me to catch the bus and
have lunch. She always made sure
I had that. His grandmother passed
away when Keith was 16.
He left school to help support
the family, and one of his jobs was
working in a menswear store.
Keith then began working in the
public service, often as a voice on
Indigenous issues. Keith has
worked across corrective services,
sport and recreation, Indigenous
affairs, and community services.
Throughout it all there was a
healthy competition with his
siblings, with his brother and sister
also holding degrees. It gave Keith
the extra motivation he needed to
pursue, and finish his studies.
The feat, of three of four siblings
completing undergraduate degrees
despite an incredibly difficult start in

life, is not lost on Keith.
“I am proud as punch of my
siblings. I’m prouder of them than I
am of myself. We often rib each
other about it.
“Women have been the strong
role models in my life.
“My sisters, my grandmother,
my ex-wife, they have played a
huge role in helping me to get to
where I am today.
“My ex-wife was my biggest
mentor. She has four degrees, and
she spured me on to finish my
degree.”
Keith said that at times, it was
hard to see the finish line of his
studies. He spent five years
attaining the degree, in large part
because he took on an internship
with the Sydney-based engineering
company Arup.
“I worked for them full-time over
summer, then they asked if I
wanted to work a few days a week.
“I wanted to finish my degree,
but I really loved working for ARUP,
so I did a few days with them and
went to uni three days a week. It
took me four and a half years in the
end.”
Throughout it all, Keith was
grateful to draw on the support and
expertise of Woolyungah
Indigenous Centre. It enabled him
to meet other Indigenous students
and discover opportunities that he
never would have known about.
“Every university campus in
Australia should have a centre like
Woolyungah,” he said.

“I’ve received so much support
and help along the way.
“Through Woolyungah, I’ve
gotten involved in a couple of
committees on campus,
representing Indigenous and
mature-aged students.”
At times, studying has involved
a great deal of sacrifice for Keith.
Yet, every missed birthday or
funeral, even occasions when he
has had to hit the books rather than
spend time with his loved ones, has
been worth it.
Now that he is out the other
side, Keith said he would not
hesitate to add to his tertiary
education.
But, for the moment, he is
focusing on his work and his social
activism, serving as a mentor for
young Indigenous men, particularly
in the field of men’s health.
He is also a public speaker,
working with the Speakers Institute,
and hopes to build on this in the
future.
“I want to involve myself even
more in the community, in
education and Indigenous affairs.
“I want to be a role model for
Indigenous men, and help with
health issues, or to access an
education,” Keith said.
“You are never too old to study.
“The reality is, even if you think
it’s too late, you can cut it.
“You can do it. You’re never too
old to try something new or learn
more. Your ability is only limited by
your imagination.”

Graduate Certiﬁcate
Indigenous Trauma
Recovery Practice
This program will respond to issues that have particular
relevance in Indigenous communities in Australia.
THIS DEGREE

On completion of this 6 month course you will be able to:
• Apply critical thinking, collaborate practices and insights
to effectively work with trauma-exposed individuals and
communities.
• Apply Indigenous social and emotional wellbeing
principles, practices and healing frameworks.
COURSE FEES AND STRUCTURE
UOW has government subsidised places available for domestic
students studying this course in 2021, subject to availability. If
you are an eligible Commonwealth supported student, you can
access HECS-HELP to defer part or all of your tuition fees.
The program is delivered online and includes compulsory, live
online activities throughout the session.

This course provided me
with the evidence and science
behind the work that I have
been rolling out in community
for a number of years.’
Joe Williams
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Learn more

uow.edu.au/wic/itrp
The University of Wollongong attempts to ensure the information contained in this publication is correct at the time of production
in January 2021, however, sections may be amended without notice by the University in response to changing circumstances or for
any other reason. Check with the University for any updated information.
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