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Yawayi from Luke Hodge – 
an aspiring actor, director 
and producer who took a 

chance on an audition of a 
lifetime halfway around the world. 

A proud Dunghutti man, Luke 
is a third-year student studying a 
Bachelor of Communication 
(Screen Media) at Western 
Sydney University and is a future 
New York Conservatory for 
Dramatic Arts (NYCDA) 
international student. 

After three months of gruelling 
interviews and auditions, Luke 
was accepted into the 
conservatory to study an 
Associate Degree in Film and TV. 

“This is a dream come true for 
me, and as I look forward to the 
future, my goal is to venture into 
the film and video game industry 
as an actor, creative director and 
producer creating cinematic 
masterpieces for the next 
generation,” said Luke. 

“  I also dream to be a local 
voice representing my proud 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community on a big 
scale. Through film and TV 
directing, producing and acting, I 
aim to provide a spotlight to our 

strong cultural heritage that brings 
a remarkable amount of pride to 
my family and myself every day.” 

An avid storyteller, Luke is a 
passionate leader and advocate 
for Western Sydney and beyond. 
He was awarded the 2022 NSW 
Aboriginal Land Council 

Educational Scholarship. 
Luke was shaped by his 

upbringing in Western Sydney 
where he grew up on Dharawal 
land – Campbelltown – and 
attended John Therry Catholic 
College. 

“From a young age, I have 

always been inspired by the arts. I 
vividly remember watching my 
favourite films and reciting 
dialogue and performing 
impersonations in front of the 
mirror. Cinema has been an 
integral part of my life and it helps 
to propel me,” he said. 

Luke’s transition from high 
school to tertiary education wasn't 
a clear path. At the age of 15, he 
was diagnosed with an auto-
immune disorder, Behcet's 
Disease. 

“At such a young age, my 
diagnosis changed my outlook on 
life and affected me in more ways 
than I ever thought it would. 
Despite this, I was inspired to 
motivate and inspire the people 
around me. I became school 
captain, though within my HSC I 
spent three to four months in 
hospital. Because of such a long 
absence, I was unable to continue 
an ATAR pattern of study.” 

“I knew that I was capable and 
confident that university study 
was for me. As the first member 
of my family to attend tertiary 
education, I worked hard and 
despite all the challenges I faced, 
the University’s Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Pathway 
Program gave me a chance. 
Because I believed in my 
academic ability, I was able to 
make my dream a reality.” 

The experience left a lasting 
impression on Luke, motivating 
him to help other students to 
achieve their goals and give back 
to his community. 

“My mantra is if I'm not 
outdoing myself on my previous 
attempt or I'm not learning, then 
I'm not growing as a person. I 
always wish and want to better 
my best so I can help others to 
better their best. Like my 
ancestors before me, the ability to 
advocate for what I believe in and 
for the people I care about is an 
honour.” 

During his final year of studies 
at Western Sydney University, 
Luke hopes to continue inspiring 
and connecting with others before 
relocating to New York to start his 
next chapter. 

“Every day I’m driven to 
 inspire my Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peers and 
communities to recognise we  
are much stronger than we think 
we are.”

Casey Dodd chose a career in nursing 
because she wanted to help and to 
heal. As a young mum of four 

children she had completed a Certificate III 
in Aged Care but wanted more. So, she 
applied to Charles Sturt University to study 
a Bachelor of Nursing. 

“I had completed a Certificate III while I 
was raising my children and I thought, ‘why 
not take it further?’. I wanted to see how far 
I could go. I’ve always been interested in 
health.” 

Healthcare let Casey help people and 
build connections. Nursing, in particular, 
meant she could make a real difference – 
especially to First Nations people.  

“I feel nurses are one of the most 
important parts of a person’s health journey. 
They’re with you from start to finish. And as 
a First Nations person, I see the healthcare 
issues First Nations people face: the gap in 
life expectancy and the lower health 
outcomes. I wanted to be a part of closing 
that gap for my own people.” 

The Charles Sturt  
nursing experience 

Studying with Charles Sturt opened up a 
world of possibilities for Casey.  

“My goal was to build clinical knowledge 
and skills, in the hope that I could one day 
make a difference for First Nations people. 
But something else I really enjoyed about 
Charles Sturt was that I experienced so 
many different areas of healthcare. I 
realised that my future could hold so many 

different prospects and I’m definitely open 
to them all. 

“And Charles Sturt was great, especially 
when it came to work placements. When I 
put forward ideas, my preferences, of what 
would work for me and my children, they 
were happy to accommodate that.” 

For Casey, that flexibility was vital 
because the Bachelor of Nursing involved 
more than 800 hours of clinical placement. 
(After all, getting hands-on is what we do at 
Charles Sturt). 
Casey keeps moving forward 

Thinking of heading to Charles Sturt to 
get a qualification and land your dream job? 

Casey offers some great advice. 
“My best tip for someone starting 

university or thinking about starting would 
be to just keep moving forward. Don’t give 
up. There are definitely plenty of times that 
will test your motivation and your will to 
keep going, but it does get better if you 

stick it out. It’s so worthwhile in the end. 
“Charles Sturt University has helped my 

self-worth in the sense that I’ve done 
something I never saw myself doing. The 
hard work I’ve put in has given me more 
passion to be good in my career. I definitely 
want to do some postgraduate study.”

Aspiring actor follows his dreams 
to study at top New York institute 

Proud Dunghutti 
man Luke Hodge is 
studying a Bachelor 
of Communication 
(Screen Media) at 
Western Sydney 
University. 

Career in nursing: Casey 
is helping and healing

Studying at Charles Sturt University opened 
up a world of possibilities for Casey Dodd. 

Charles Sturt University offers degrees in nursing.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency true
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 25%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISOnewspaper26v4)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.15000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [765.354 1105.512]
>> setpagedevice


