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Benefits of TRACKS include: 

• Can be studied completely online

• Is flexible to suit your specific needs

• Free access to peer mentors
and tutorial support

• You will be part of a community
of like-minded students
who share similar goals.

• The opportunity to study a unit
in your area of interest that may
count towards your UNE degree

For more information visit  
une.edu.au/tracks-course
or phone Oorala on 1800 622 384

A pathway  
to university,  
tailored for you
At UNE we understand not everybody has the 
academic background to dive head-first into 
a uni course. So we’ve developed TRACKS, 
specifically to help Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people prepare for university study.

TRACKS Tertiary Preparation Program

The dedicated team at our Oorala Aboriginal 
Centre will work alongside you, stepping you 
through the program, helping you to gain the 
skills and confidence necessary to undertake a 
degree at UNE.

Your culture, your community 
and our partnership – helping 
you to future fit your life.

Apply now!

Determined to succeed
When asked why they chose the 
University of New England, Yorta 
Yorta / Kurnai person Shaz Shea 
said, “I wanted to go to a university 
that was away from the city so that 
city life didn’t overwhelm my 
studies. I looked in New South 
Wales, soon enough my 
application was approved by UNE, 
and I accepted their offer. Actually I 
was shocked as I never thought 
this would happen, a bit like a 
dream!”. 
Shaz (they/them) says“It was scary 
moving from a city like Melbourne 
to the middle of nowhere and more 
importantly moving away from 
family. I chose a rural area 
because I hoped that I would find a 
community and I have. I have 
made a lot of friends that just feels 
like a family.  
Undertaking the TRACKS Tertiary 
Preparation Program at the Oorala 
Aboriginal Centre, Shaz was at first 
nervous, “I didn’t think I would have 
the grades for university. However,  
the TRACKS course has opened 
my eyes to the way university 
works. I have received guidance 
and encouragement from Oorala 
staff members, particularly Kate 
Carter the program co-odinator. I 
cannot express how much of a 

relief that is and how it has enabled 
me to overcome my anxiety”.  
The Oorala Student Experience 
team helped Shaz apply for 
multiple scholarships. Shaz was 
successful and their first 
scholarship the Oorala Wellbeing 
Scholarship helped with the initial 
cost of moving to Armidale. Shaz is 
also the recipient of two Indigenous 
Commonwealth Scholarships. The 
Education Costs Scholarship has 
been extremely helpful in getting a 
laptop and much needed 
textbooks. Shaz says, “One 
scholarship to help me in my 
studies and the Accommodation 
Scholarship relieves the stress 
about the rental cost of living in 
college”.  
Motivated by childhood ill health 
and the encouragement of family 
led Shaz to university. “I was in 
hospital a lot as a kid which I 
believe started my curiosity in the 
medical field, where I aspire to 
work. I am not exactly sure as 
what. My mum was a nurse and 
she use to teach me about the 
human body. I was fascinated!”. 
Shaz expressed “In the future I 
want to be able to help people, 
particularly Indigenous 
communities”. Shaz Shea moved from Melbourne to the Oorala Aboriginal Centre, University of New England.


