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My journey to Nursing at JCU
By MICHAEL YOUNG

Michael Young is studying a Bachelor of Nursing Science at JCU.

My journey to become a nursing
student at JCU began when I
realised that I could further my
studies in higher education. I
grew up in Rockhampton, CQ,
though I came to the realisation
of coming to JCU during my last
years of schooling at St
Brendan’s college Yeppoon.
It pondered in my mind for a
bit, and I decided it would be a
waste to not continue studying
with the effort I had put into my
schooling and study. At first, I
wanted to study paramedicine
like my older brother, but by his
experience he advised I should
wait a couple years before
moving into that area, as it can
be quite daunting on a younger
person like myself.
Another factor that pushed me
towards Nursing was my late
grandmother, and my aunty who
were and are dominant figures in
my life, being nurses back home.
Though I also just wanted to stay
around people and help them
with their health and wellbeing.
It was also cool coming here
as I found out that my
grandmother also turned out to
be a co-founder of CATSINAM
(Congress of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Nurses and
Midwives), a body who I’ve
become a member of, and has

supported me.
So, I set myself the goal of
attending JCU to study a
bachelor’s degree of Nursing
Science. To explore what JCU
was like one of my school
Indigenous mentors asked me to
apply for and attend the
Indigenous Education Research
Centre (IERC) JCU summer
program. The program showed
me how intense the hours of
study should be, what I could
expect from being an
independent young man on
college and how I should balance
study with other things. This also
helped me to choose Saints
Catholic College as my residency
for the year, as it was
comfortable, affordable, and
close to JCU.
For this I am grateful for that
teacher, and the IERC staff for
allowing me to attend the
program.
After finishing school, I was
accepted straight into the
Bachelor of Nursing after
receiving the JCU Rising star
scholarship.
The transition into college life
went smoothly as it was
something I was exposed to
boarding in High School. Though
the transition really started when I
left home driving to Townsville
myself (my first-time leaving
home, myself far away).

This year has been
remarkable so far, meeting new
people, expanding my
knowledge, and strengthening
these bonds I’ve made.
The lecturers have been very
easy to work with, them being so
knowledgeable, understanding
and caring really helps in general
learning, and especially when I
have an off day.
The IERC also have been very
supportive to me as an
Indigenous student. They’ve set
me up with a 3rd year nursing
student as a tutor, this has been
particularly helpful as he helps
me with all the small things,
greatly improving my studies
overall.
The IERC also support me in
a way as my mother would.
Giving me a call every week or
two, monitoring my work, making
sure I am on task, up to date on
my assessments but, the best
thing is just checking my
wellbeing and seeing how I am.
I feel nursing could sway me
away from the paramedicine
degree, I guess that’s how much
nursing has been to me so far.
This is my journey, on how I
came to study a Bachelor of
Nursing Science today, and I am
grateful to all my role models, the
IERC, JCU and most importantly
my parents for helping me get to
where I am today.
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Monday 28th November to Friday 2nd Deecember 2022
The JCU Summer School is for Year 12 graduates looking to commencce study at JCU in 2022.
The pre-program is an intensive preparation program designed to build the compettencies to commence tertiary studies.
The Indigenous Education & Research Centre covers all accommodation, meals and travel costs for students
participating in this program.

For further inffo
ormation including how to applyy,, visit jcu.edu.au/iercc or
contact the Indigenous Education & Researrcch Centre on 07 4781 4676
www.koorimail.com
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